The Reqister-Guari

SECTION F

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18, 200%

Team Edibor = llens Algshine
IHE-23TT = Baleshive Gguandnet com

Business

Money and Technology

Tunaias Bovn

Kris Millegan runs Trine Day Press out of his home near Walterville. The press is being sued by the Special Forces Association, a
fraternal group that disputes stories told in a Vietmam memaoir by retired Air Force Lt. Col. Daniel Marvin.

Soldiers association sues independent publisher over Vietnam book

BATTLE FOR
A WAR STORY

By Kares MoCowax
The Register-Guord

ALTERWVILLE — A tiny
pablishing house here is
in the cross-hairs of a
700,000 Lawsukt backed by

the Special Forces Associa-

tion, a fraternal organization for current and
formmer U5, military special operatives.

On the one slde are Krls Millegan's Trine
Day Press and one of its authors, retived US,
Alr Force Li. Col. Daniel Marvin, who have
b targeted in the case On the other are
seven men who served with Marvin in Viet-
nam during 1966 and 1967.

They contend that Marvin's ook “Ex-
pendable Elite: One Soldier's Jourmey Into
Covert Warfare,” provided a “false, libedons,
defamatory, embarrazsing and hamillating™
account of their activitics at An Fhu near the
Cambodinn border, They seek §100,000 oach
in peneral, special and punitive darmages.

Millegan said the case alnendy has racksl
up nearly 250,000 in legal expenses, and it
could bankrupt his small press, which has
published just eight books and sald a total of
0,000 copies since its creation four years
HED,

Baut ha declined to agree to the men's de
meand that he reissus the book as a work of
fiction. He stands by Marvin®s account, say
ing that some of the defendants verified it on
tape at Marvin's request after he sent them
early drafts in 1988,

1 have audioe tapes from the people who
are mow suing me, not only confirming Caol.
Marvin's story, but szaying he could use their
names,"” Millegan said.

Hi= willingness te challenge the lawsuit
has won admiration from other small, inde-
pendent publishers, said Teresa Kao, owner
of Ohar Town Publishing in Portland and

former president of the MNorthwest Associa.
thon of Book Publishors

“Small publishers typically can't afford o
carry liability insurance," Kao sald. “1f some-
one decides (o sue you, there just [Bn't money
for this sart of thing.

“Toa aften vou see people 2ay, "I'll (ake
this book off the market 1f you'll make this
lawsuit go away,” " Kao said. “But Kris sees
thi= really as a kKind of quest. He is just golng
ahead with it becawse he believes it needs 0
be done.”

A South Carolina U8, District Courd jury
began hearing the case on Halkoween day,

bt a mistrial was declared two days later af-
ter one of the plaintiffs’ attorneys suffensd a
medical emergency.

Judpe Dmvid Morton has schedoled a new
irial to begin Jan. 3.

In their opening statement, the plaintiffs
attorneys, Ben and Bobboyr Deaver, acknowl]-
edged the andio tapes, but say their clients
ihought they were baing asked to “vet™ a
work of fiction.

At particular issue are Marvin's conten-
tlon that e was assigned to assassinate Cam-
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Trine Day's hooks IJ_||-.!-|_'.II include gllepations of
conspiracies, such as linking Yale's Skull and
Bones society with drug running.
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