Publisher: Trial is set
to start in January
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bodian Crown Prinoe Noro-
thitm Sihanoak: that he oome-
manded some of the men inan
aperation that invelved firing
into neutral Cambaodla (which
the plaintiffs say would have
been a violation of interma-
tional lawl; and that the men
supported Marvin's refusal of
a direct order to leave An Pha
{(which they contend would
hawve constituted mutiny), In
Marvin's account, the deflance
was to protect thelr partners
in the mizzlon, a local militant
Buddhist sect.

“Tame" by comparison

"Expendable Elite” is hard-
Iy the most cutrageous book in
Trine Day's list.

“It's tame compared to a lot
of the stuff | publish,” Mille-
gan said.

Consider “Sinister Forces,”
which ties the Salem witch tri-
als, the Manson murders, the
ClA and the Kennedy assassi-
nations to a Satanie plot. Or
“Fleshing Out Skull and
Bones,” which links the Yale
secret society — whose mem-
bers include President Bush
and Sen. John Kerry —to
world-wide drug smuggling.

Before the first trial was
aborted, Millegan acknowl-
edlgedd under questioning by
the plaintifs attorneys that
he had published “Expendable
Elite" only after it had beon re-
jected by more than 100 other
publishers,

They also elicited testimo-
ny that he believes a CIA “0p-
eration Mockinghird®” had in-
filtrated the 1.5 news media
and publishing houses to pre-
vent would-be whistle blowers
from alerting the public.

In court, Ben Deaver pre-
semted a vory different plcture
af the An Phu activities of cli-
ents William B. Tuttle Jr., Ray-
mmoned J. Jehnson, George H.
Kuchen, John E. Strait, Rich-
ard Sireis, William Menkins
and James A. Taylor than that
aof the book.

Ha described the outpost as
a “pacified area™ whins the
rien did civil affairs work
building schools, infrastruc-
ture and providing medical
treatment.

Why then, did some of them
sened adTirmative written or
tape recorded feedback to Mar-
vin's manuseript?

They respected him as a
former commander, Bobby
Deaver told the jury in his
opening statement. *And then,
because they thought this was
a novel, a eouple of them said,
“Yeah, you can use my name if
you want to," "

The Deavers alen submitbed
a deposition from Tuitle, Mar-
vin's former supertor officer,
now too medically fragile to
testify in court. In it Tuttle de-
nies the covert operation Mar-
vin deseribes, sayving, ©1 didn’t
even have authority to autho-
rize anyihing like that"

It*s not surprising he would
say that, Marvin testifited in
reply. When he accepted ihe
miszsion, he =aid, he was obd
the Air Force would deny
knowledge of it. Marvin said
he only broke his own prom-
ised silence bocause his con-
scienoe bothered him after a
religious conversion,

“In 1984, | came to know the
Lord as my personal savioe,”
he said. “ And that day Is the
day [ started writing this book.
Becouse [ no longer feared the
company sending somebody
like me, a trained assassin, to
kill me for telling the truth.”

Fighting awer the truth

In some respects, the clean:
eut, born-again Christian Air
Foree veleran s an odd bedfiel-
low for Millegan, a pony-tailed
“old hippie” and one-time gui-
tarist with the band
“Powerirain.”

Millegan operates out of an
old farmhouse and barn not
far from the Walterville store,

He considers, researches
and edits the manwseripts
while outside contractors han-
il design, copy editing, print
img amd distribution,

He works in an atiic office
stuffed to the rafters with
books about 1.5, history, mili-

tary operations and spy agen.

s,

He displays old photo-
graphs that appear to verify
his story of growing ap in
Falrfax, Va_, and Indonesia
while his father served as Cla
branch chief for Southeast
Asia.

“Dad didn't tell us about it
then." he said. “‘But he told me
in 1965, when [ was 19, that the
Vietnam War wasn't alspat
fighting communism, but
about profecting access 1o
drugs, and that these secret so-
cleties were behind it all. T
thought he was nuts, that this
was his way of having a “drug
talk' with ma.”

Millegan began to seriously
examine his father's claim,
however, after hearing revi-
sionist historian DLF. Fleming
talk about the origins of the
Caold War. He began his own
ressarch into allegations of
CIA and Skull and Bones Soct-
ety imvolvement with drog-
running.

By the 1990s, he had decid-
ed to make a mission of expos-
ing secret societies and agen-
cies,

“Their secrecy and our Re-
public don't mix,”™ he said.

With this lawsuit, howover,
hie's having to put his money
where his mouth (5. After two
profitable vears, legal expens.
&3 have pushed Trine Day into
the red, he said. Fortunately,
hie isn"t literally betting the
farm where he lives with his
wife and children: The proper-
iy iz owned by members of her
family.

Kao, the Portland publish.
er, aald she belleves the Spe-
clal Forces Assoclation simply
wants to “cut off the fow of in-
formation.”

“They've intimidated much
bigger fish.” she sajd, “The
messape s, don't mess with
them, or they'll go after you.”

Insihiseed, ima f1= first letter to
Millegan threatening legal ac-
tiom in August 2003, the Spe-
cial Forces Association re-
ferred him to TimeWarner or
CHNN. should he doubt the
group's “resolve when the
truthfulness of U3, Special
Fnrmﬂ combat operations isat

‘The letter referred 1o the
association's swift and vockfer-
(MRS Pespomse 1o a 159658 CRR/
Time magazine report alleging
that the U5, military wsed
merve gas to kil American de.
fectors in Laos In another
Vietnam-era mission knowmn
as Operation Tallwind.

The group’s protests and
those of Pentagon officials led
the television station and mag-
azine to retroct the story and
fire the reporbers amd produc-
s invalved.

Roger Simmons, who repre-
sented fred, award-winning,
CHN producer April Cliver,
charged last month that the
network caved to pressure
that it would lose crucial ae-
s bo Pentagon officials un-
less it cdisavowed the story,
and that no one has yet proved
in court that the story was
false.

“So far, the only court deci:
sion that's looked at that case
has exonerated thelr report-
imge," he sadd.

Im its official retraction,
CHM said the original report
came from personnel involved
in the Tallwind Operation, bat
that a subseguent Independent
investigation led by media at-
torney Flovd Abrams conclud-
ed that the story “cannot be
g
In the “Expendable Elite™
lawsuit, even the judge seemed
toexpect that there would
00m be o court decision about
tha truth or falsehood of the
story.

While discussing a new tri-
al after declaring the mistrial
last momnih, Morton noted that
neither Marvin nor Trine Day
have deep enough pockets to
pay the damages sought by the
Specinl Forces Association
plaintiffs,

“If you got a verdict,
they ve gof no money,” Norton
{old Deaver after declaring the
mistrinl last month, “So looks
like to me we're irying this
case over who's telling the
truth.”
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